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the sand at the spot: Let it be so, let the excavation go on for a time
%hly ^yet it occurs at the time during ivhich you imagine that you
ar$ ^building, at the time ivhen you employ, nay misemploy the
emptiness of the trench in your scheme, just as though the whole of
the building art depended on that art and consisted in that as its
stable foundation. 'But,' you say, ' I employ it in order to make
steady pedestal and column as other Architects are wont to do. Do
they not construct a temporary scaffolding and use it to hoist the
column ?1'

Now in this none of the Workman's statements are more ridicu-
lous than what is to be found in our Author's thought.    What I
have subsequently demonstrated proves that my rejection of doubtful
beliefs no more precludes an attainment of knowledge of the truth,
than the excavations which the Architect prescribes prevents him
from constructing his chapel.    Surely otherwise he ought to have
noted something false or uncertain in my conclusions.    But since
he neither does this nor is able to do so, it must be confessed that
he is suffering from a quite inexcusable delusion.    I have not
laboured more to prove that I, or a thinking thing was mind,
than my opponent to prove that he was an Architect.    But our
Author with all his toil and effort has certainly not here proved
anything except that he has no mind, or at least that his mind is
not of good quality.    Neither from the fact that metaphysical
doubt proceeds so far as to suppose that a man does not know
whether he is dreaming or awake, does it follow that he can discover
no certainty, any more than that because an Architect, when he
begins digging operations, does not yet know whether he is to find
rock or clay or sand or anything else beneath the surface, it follows
that he will not be able to discover rock there, or that when he has
found it he ought not to trust it.    Nor from the fact that, before
a man knows that God exists, he has an opportunity of doubting
everything (viz. everything of which he does not have a clear,
perception present in his mind, as I have a number of times set
forth) does it follow that nothing is of avail in the pursuit of truth,
more than it was a consequence of the Architect's getting every-
thing turned out of the trench before firm soil was reached, that
there^was no rubble or anything else in the trench which he might
afterwards deem of use in laying the foundations. It was no stupider
a mistake on the part of the Workman to say that the common
and ancient style of Architecture forbade their being thrown out
1 Cf. pp. 319, 320.